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have been legitimate and unavoidable. It is, indeed, surprising that the army—battered, emaciated, bleeding, and defeated—preserved a degree of cohesion and survived the ordeal.
The retreat of 1915 not only wiped out Russia's ephemeral conquests but brought the enemy well within her borders: the new front ran some two hundred miles east of Warsaw. If the loss of Galicia was damaging to Russian prestige and a blow to nationalistic opinion unduly exercised over the fate of "Carpathian Russia/' the German occupation of the western provinces was a genuine setback from the political, military, and economic point of view. The social and economic dislocation inherent in any war, especially in an unsuccessful one, was made worse by the truly fantastic "scorched earth" policy inaugurated by the high command and patterned, it was believed, after the "retreat of 1812" which led Napoleon to Moscow and to his doom. It was strangely overlooked that in 1812 the French army had advanced along a few roads, while in 1915 the front stretched from the Baltic to the Rumanian frontier. From the early days of the war certain groups of civilians, chiefly the Jews, were forcibly removed from the military zone, allegedly for "security" reasons. During the retreat of 1915 this policy was extended to the entire civilian population: the advancing enemy was to encounter a desert. Farmers and townsmen were peremptorily ordered to leave their abodes while their stocks of grain and sometimes their homesteads were set aflame. Some of the evacuees were packed in freight cars and dispatched at a snail's pace by rail to an unknown destination; the majority departed by road. Highways leading east were jammed by a mass of bewildered and desperate humanity, with carts carrying a few belongings, and with domestic animals driven by their owners. At first no arrangements were made to deal with the emergency, and a large but undetermined number of bezhintsy (refugees), precursors of the displaced persons of the 1940?s, died of hunger, exposure, and disease. The registered refugees numbered 2.7 million in December, 1915, and 33 million in May, 1916; a great many, no doubt, escaped registration. The council of ministers protested vainly against the folly of the high command. The position of the government was well stated by A. V, Krivoshein, minister of agriculture, at a meeting of the council of ministers on August 4, 1915. "Of all the grave consequences of the war," he sai4 "this is the most unexpected, the most threatening, the most irreparable. And what is worse—it is not due to a necessity or

